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HISTORY OF SHIPS NAMED HENDERSON 



The first HENDERSON (AP-.L) was named in honor of Brigadier General Archibald 
Henderson, United States Marine Corps* 

Brigadier General Archibald Henderson, U»S« Marine Corps, was born in 
Colchester, Fairfax County, Virginia, 21 January 1783; appointed a second 
lieutenant in the Marine Corps A June I8O65 included in the thanks of Congress 
for gallant service in frigate CONSTITUTION during the War of 1812; appointed 
Colonel Commandant of the Marine Corps 17 October 18/10. He served as Commandant 
of the Marine Corps for 39 years, 2 months and. 19 days, until his death 6 
January 1859, the longest of any officer to hold that position., He shared the 
dangers and exposures in the field during the Seminole and Creek Indian Wars 
1836-1837. Under his wise leadership and ability, the Marine Corps developed 
from a small fighting force into a well organized and very formidable arm of 
the nation's military forces. General Henderson died suddenly 6 January 1659 
and was buried in the Congressional Cemetery, Washington, D. C. 

The first HENDERSON, though not officially so designated, was the Navy's 
first attack transport,, She was the first ship of the Navy designed and built 
for transport of expeditionary forces of marines together with their advance 
base outfits and combat equipment o Named in honor of Brigadier General 
Archibald Henderson, she was launched 17 June 1916 by the Philadelphia Navy 
Yard; sponsored by Miss Genevieve Wellington Taylor, great granddaughter of 
General Henderson; commissioned at Philadelphia 24 May 1917, Lieutenant C. Ife. 
Steele, Jr., USN, Commanding, 

HENDERSON (AP--1) had a .length overall of 483 feet, 10 inches; extreme 
beam 61 feet, 1 inch: normal displacement of 10*000 tons; mean draft, 19 feet, 
11 inches; speed of 14 knots; and a complement of 9 officers and 224 enlisted. 
Her initial armament was eight 5-inch .50 caliber guns; two 3-inch .50 caliber 
guns; and two 1-pounders. 

HENDERSON arrived in New York from Philadelphia 12 June 1917 and sailed 
two days later with Rear Admiral Albert Cleaves' cruiser and transport force 
which carried the first American Expeditionary Force of 12,261 men to France. 
She reached St. Nazaire 27 June, landing 52 officers and l s 581 Marines under 
Colonel C. A. Doyden, USMC, with their combat equipment and stores. Returning 
to Philadelphia 17 July 1917 the transport embarked 32 officers and 1068 
enlisted men of the Marine Base Detachment, 5th Regiment. These fighting men 
were landed at St. Nazaire where HENDERSON arrived 20 August 1917. She returned 
to Philadelphia 9 September. 

HENDERSON sailed on the 17th to join a convoy out of New York and reached 
St. Nazaire 5 October 1917. Here she landed 25 officers and 1058 men of the 
First Battalion,. Sixth Marine Regiment. She also landed personnel of U.S. 
Naval Base Hospital #1, the first Navy base hospital fully equipped for work 
in France, and, in fact, one of the earliest hospitals connected with the 
Expeditionary Forces 



In addition she disembarked the personnel of U.S. Naval Base Hospital #5, the 
first to begin operations abroad (December 1917), at Brest, where the bulk of 
American troops debarked and from which port thousands of wounded returned home. 
Ihis base hospital became the principal center of Navy hospital activity in 
Europe by close of the war. Homeward bound, 17 October 1917, Army troopship 
ANTILLES in her convoy, was torpedoed by a German U-Boat some 300 miles west 
of Quiberon Bay and sank in less than five minutes with a loss of 67 lives. 
HENDERSON immediately covered herself in smokescreen to escape a similar fate 
aad put into Philadelphia 27 October 1917. 

HENDERSON completed her ninth trans-Atlantic voyage by 24 November 1918 
when she arrived in New York from France. She carried more than sixteen 
thousand fighting Marines and sailors to St. Nazaire and Brest. The third day 
out of New York, 2 July 1918, on what whould have been her seventh voyage to 
France, a fire broke out in her forward cargo holds and spread rapidly. 
Destroyers MAYRANT and PAUL JONES made six trips transporting some 1500 sailor 
™S lfle passen 9 ers from th e burning ship transport to the overcrowded VCN 
STEUBEN. The transfer was without a single casualty. HENDERSON turned back 
to Philadelphia, quelling the fires en route, while VON STEUBEN sailed alone 
and delivered both her own passengers and those of HENDERSON safely to France. 

Following the Armistice, HENDERSON made eight more trans-Atlantic voyages 
from Philadelphia and New York to the French ports of Brest, *E<Jrdeaux, and 
St. Nazaire. She carried more than ten thousand veterans home by 27 December 
1919 when she put into Philadelphia on her last transport voyage from France. 

HENDERSON was next assigned to the West Indies service for rotation of the 
U.S. Marine Expeditionary Forces (the adolescent Fleet Marine Force/). On her 
first voyage, she departed Philadelphia 20 January 1920 for the Marine Corps 
piers at Charleston, then proceeding with Marine rotation troops, military 
dependents, and Marine stores to Cuba, Haiti, Santo Domingo and the Virgin 
Islands. She returned to Charleston 20 February and made two similar voyages 
from that port. She then sailed from Philadelphia 12 May 1920 with Marine 
Expeditionary Forces for maneuvers and training at Key West and Pensacola, 
Florida. From there she proceeded with Marine rotation forces and stores for 
garrison forces in Cuba, Haiti and Santo Domingo. She returned to Philadelphia 
from the West Indies 6 July 1920 and spent the remainder of the year in over- 
haul. 

HENDERSON made five cruises during 14 January-10 June 1921, carrying 
Marine Expeditionary Forces from Hampton Roads to the West Indies and return. 
During 21 June-21 July 1921 she transported United States Leaders to the area 
of the Virginia Capes to observe the historic Army-Navy, bombing experiments. 
Observing the po$§ncy of air attack from HENDERSON were Secretary of the Navy 
Edwin Denby, Secretary of Agriculture Henry C. Wallace, Assistant Treasurer of 
the United States E. Clifford, five United States senators, seven representatives 
and flag and general officers of all the military services. 

HENDERSON resumed her Marine and bluejacket rotation duties to the West 
Indies, transiting the Panama Canal in October 1921 in a diversionary voyage 
that brought replacements to the Pacific Fleet at San Diego, San Francisco and 
Sesitle. ' She returned to her West Indies service until 20 May 1922 when she 
departed Norfolk with Secretary of the Navy Edwin Denby for an inspection tour 
of Marine bases ranging from the West Indies to the Asiatic mainland. Fleet 
replacements were landed at West Indies bases, the Panama Canal and San Diego 
after which the transport proceeded to Honolulu and Yokohama. 
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HENDERSON arrived at Yokohama 2 July 1922 and members of the Naval ftcademy 
Class of 1881 left her temporarily 4 July for a reunion dinner in Tokyo with 
former classmate Admiral Baron Sotokichi Uryu. Secretary Denby left HENDERSON 
at Nagasaki, transported by HURON to Chinwangtao, thence by to Peking where he 
was the invited guest of the Chinese government. He rejoined HENDERSON at 
Shanghai and she departed 26 July en route with stores and fleet replacements 
for Manila and Guam. She then proceeded via Honolulu to arrive at San Francisco 
1 September 1922. Here Secretary, Denby left the ship for overland trip to 
Washington. HENDERSON returned to Hampton Roads 3 October 1922, debarking 
members of the Class of 1881 and their families who had most creditably 
represented their country on invitation of the government of Japan and enhanced 
the prestige of the Americah people in the Orient. 

For the next three years, HENDERSON was constantly on the move from Norfolk, 
transporting stores, Marine and bluejacket fleet replacements, military 
dependents between the West Indies; the Panama Canal, Corinto, Nicaragua; San 
Francisco and San Diego. She was a few times diverted to Hawaii and often 
carried congressional parties on inspection tours incidental to her regular 
employment. She transported a congressional party to observe Fleet maneuvers 
in the West Indies and off Panama (5 March-24 April 1923) and arrived at Tacoma, 
Washington 5 July 1923. Here she embarked President Warren G. Harding, members 
of his cabinet and staff, for an inspection tour of Alaska. After calls to 
Wrangell, Juneau, Skagway, Seward and Sitka, the President reviewed the Fleet 
from the deck of HENDERSON at Seattle 27 July 1923. President Harding left the 
transport that day, just before his death in San Francisco 2 August. 

HENDERSON returned to Hampton Road* 8 September 1923 and immediately made 
two voyages with Marines and stores to the West Indies. She again departed 
Hampton Roads 4 January 1924 carrying Marine Expeditionary Forces from Quantico, 
Virginia to take part in winter maneuvers in the Caribbean Sea. In one of the 
early amphibious warfare training operations, HENDERSON entered Chirigui Lagoon 
on the north coast of Panama. About twenty 50-foot motor launches, turned over 
to the transport force by battleships, were loaded with about 70 brines each. 
They cast off about midnight and proceeded up the coast under coyer of destroyer 
smoke screen to a point where a submarine acting as a marker buoy, was a turning 
point for entrance into the Coco Solo channel. One boat ground to a stop in 
five feet of water on a submerged rock which ruined the propeller and held the 
boat fast. At the first scrapping on the bottom the Marine Company Commander 
ordered his mem "Follow me." He stepped into the unexpected depth of water as 
did 70 Marines with packs and rifles. They maintained their orientation so that 
to appearances they walked right out of the sea onto the beach. The dim 
silhouettes of heads emerged just ahead of the boat and the emergence grew as 
they disappeared into the fuller darkness ahead. They "captured" Fort Randolph, 
put its fire control out of commission, awakened the commanding general, and 
demanded surrender first and then breakfast. This made possible the theoretical 
destruction of the canal locks which prevented passage of the mock enemy force 
from the Pacific into the Atlantic. 

Following the Battle of the Canal Zone (Fleet Problem Number 3) HENDERSON 
landed the 5th Regiment in a simulated amphibious assault on Culebra Island 
which was defended by others of the Marine Expeditionary Force. 
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Two special types of boats for landing operations were experimented with 
during this cruise. One, a very heavily built steel boat with armor protection 
for landing troops, proved slow, unmanageable and threatened to swamp before 
loading. It took no part in operations and was thereafter kept on board. The 
other craft was also hoisted out only once. This one demonstrated an ability 
to float and move in quiet water, and climbed out of the water onto the beach. 
It had no load carrying capacity to give military utility, but many of its 
characteristics, grown up, appeared in the amphibious tractors of World War II. 
In the same manner, the amateur assault exercises by HENDERSON and her Marines, 
led to the brilliant amphibious landing expeditions of the 1940* s. 

HENDERSON returned to Hampton Roads 28 February 1924. She made a voyage 
to transport Marines from Culebra to Quantico, then entered the Philadelphia 
Naval Shipyard for overhaul until 3 June 1924. She began the initial with- 
drawal of Marines from Santo Domingo 16 July when she departed with the former 
military government and a battalion of Marines for temporary services at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The Marine Corps mission in Santo Domingo was completed 
12 July 1924 when a native government under President Horacio Vasquez was 
inaugurated. The Fourth Regiment left that island in HENDERSON 7 August 1924 
for transport to San Diego. The evacuation was complete by 18 September when 
KITTERY departed with the last remaining forces. 

HENDERSON returned to Philadelphia from the West Coast and Corinto, 
Nicaragua, 30 September 1924, She stood out of Hampton Roads 13 October with 
nearly 400 Fleet replacements and stores for cruiser PITTSBURGH at Gravosa, 
Yugoslavia. Similar service was given to fleet units at Bizerta, Tunisia, and 
Naples, Italy before return to Norfolk on 27 November 1924. Following several 
voyages rotating Marines between Quantico, Virginia, and bases in the West ... 
Indies, she was overhauled in the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard (30 January- 
10 March 1925). She then proceeded to Quantico, Virginia, to embark Marine 
Expeditionary Forces in preparation for combined fleet maneuvers in the Pacific. 
Schools at Quantico were discontinued, the staff and students to be assigned 
staff duty throughout the Battle Force. 

HENDERSON departed Norfolk 14 March 1925 and reached San Diego 1 April. 
At this port and San Francisco, Marine Corps School staff and students were 
transferred to such ships of the battle fleet Ss PENNSYLVANIA, WEST VIRGINIA, 
CALIFORNIA, TRENTON,. RALEIGH, CINCINNATI and MILWAUKEE, Other Marine 
Expeditionary Forces were embarked at San Diego to complete a force of 1,500 
llarines on board HENDERSON. She sailed from San Francisco with the Battle Fleet 
16 April and sent her expeditionary force ashore in a successful assault landing 
during Joint Army-Navy problem number 3, held off Hawaii. The transport 
returned from Hawaii and the West Coast to Quantico 22 May 1925, HENDERSON 
departed Annapolis 5 June 1925 with 145 newly-commissioned Ensigns transported 
direct to Pearl Harbor for duty in battleships and cruisers prior to the 
goodwill visit of the Fleet to Australia. Drafts of fleet replacements were 
also carried as well as a congressional party. On the return voyage she 
embarked Secretary of the Navy Curtis D. Wilbur at San Diego 27 July. He 
inspected installations at Corinto, Panama, and Guantanamo en route to Hampton 
Roads where he transferred to yacht SYLPH 17 August 1925. 
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In the following eleven months HENDERSON made two voyages carrying Marine 
Expeditionary Forces between Quantico and the West Indies garrisons and two 
voyages via the West Indies to San Diego and San Francisco and return. On 16 
June 1926 she set course from Annapolis with replacements of officers and 
enlisted men for the Asiatic Fleet. Proceeding via Honolulu, she reached 
Shanghai 14 August, thence to Manila and Guam. Drafts of bluejackets and Marines 
were debarked at each port of call for ship and shore stations, stores and 
supplies were landed and a comparable number of Marines and bluejackets received 
for rotation home. At Shanghai, she transferred ammunition for use of the 
Marine Guard of the American Legation in Peking, China. She departed Apra Harbor, 
Guam, Marianas Islands 17' September 1926 "and returned via Honolulu and San Diego 
to Hampton Roads IS November 1926. 

After a voyage with Marines and stores to the West Indies garrisons, 
HENDERSON departed the Marine Base at Quantico 24 February 1927 with Marine and 
bluejacket replacements for Cuba, Panama, and Corinto, Nicaragua. She arrived 
in San Diego from Nicaragua 3 April and sailed on the 7th with a large 
expeditionary force of Marine .reinforcements for Shanghai. 

HENDERSON arrived at Shanghai 2 May 1927 to remain six months in Chinese 
and Asiatic waters under direct orders of the Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet. 
With the veteran transport CHAUMCNT, she had increased the brigade of Marines 
to 4,000. The task of this expeditionary force which HENDERSON remained to 
support, was the actual transportation and guarding and convoying of refugees 
from the interior of war-torn China. These unfortunates required transport and 
guard on their way from the interior to concentrations in cities, protection 
there until the crisis passed, or until finally evacuated from the Mainland. 

To meet the needs of deployment for protection of American lives and 
interests in this difficult time, HENDERSON was constantly employed in transport 
of Marine forces between the Philippines and Chinese ports of Shanghai, 
Tsingtao, Chinwangtao, Chefoo and Taku Bar. Her ardous task terminated with 
her departure from Shanghai 15 October 1927. She embarked homeward bound Marines 
and bluejackets at Manila and Guam, then proceeded via Honolulu to San Francisco 
where she arrived 19 November 1927. 

Throughout the following years HENDERSON operated on a regular schedule* 
carrying Marine and bluejacket replacements, dependents and military passengers 
San Francisco-Honolulu-Shanghai-Manila-Guam-Honolulu-San Francisco. From the 
time of her departure 7 January 1928 until her return to San Francisco 3 July 
1941, she had repeated a similar itinerary twenty-three times<> In addition, 21 
voyages were conducted from San Diego, transporting Marine and bluejacket 
replacements to and between Nicaragua, Panama, West Indies, Norfolk and back to 
San Diego. Commencing 3 July 1941 the veteran transport carried all manner of 
troops, passengers and cargo between San Francisco and Hawaii. Twenty-one such 
voyages were completed with her return to San Francisco from Pearl Harbor 9 
July 1943. More than forty thousand passengers, were lifted to Hawaii during 
this time, ranging from Navy Construction Battalions and Fleet Marine Force 
airborne battalions, to Army troops and bluejacket fleet reinforcements. Home- 
ward bound from Hawaii she carried military patients, civil servants, survivors 
of historic naval battles such as those of fleet oiler NEOSHO, lost in the 
battle of Coral Sea, and those of carrier YORKTCWN, sunk in the battle of Midway. 
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Her last voyage as a transport varied from her former itineraries. She departed 
Port Hueneme 18 July 1943, sailing direct to Noumea, New Caledonia. Here she 
debarked 71 Navy Nurses for Mobile Hospital Units 5 and 7. Eighty-two other 
naval passengers went ashore. She next proceeded to Port Purvis, Florida, 
Solomon Islands. Here c she landed the equipment and 482 men of Construction 
Battalion 1008 for duty at Carter City, Little Florida Island. Shifting to 
Tulagi, she debarked 142 naval passengers and embarked 743 others who were 
landed at Port Purvis for duty at Carter City. Departing Port Purvis, 25 August, 
she called at Noumea and Pago Pago on her way back to San Francisco where she 
arrived 24 September 1943 with over 1200 passengers. The veteran transport 
shifted to the Naval Supply Depot pier at Oakland 25 September. She 
decommissioned there 13 October 1943 for conversion to the Navy Hospital Ship 
BOUNTIFUL (AH-9). 

HENDERSON was converted to a 500-bed floating hospital ship by the General 
Engineering and Dry Dock Company, Oakland, California. She commissioned 23 
March 1944 as BOUNTIFUL (AH-9), Commander George L. Burns, USN, commanding. 

BOUNTIFUL departed San Francisco 1 April 1944 with 500 passengers for 
Honolulu and returned 20 April to debark patients, largely Marines, for 
treatment in hospitals ashore. She again sailed 1 May for brief service at 
Honolulu and Eniwetok before arrival off the invasion beaches Saipan 18 June 1944„ 
532 combat casualties admitted to her wards were transferred 25 June 1944 to 
shore facilities at Kwajalein in the Marshalls. In two similar mercy missions 
some 1,200 additional casualties of the Marianas Campaign were taken from the 
assault beaches of Saipan and Guam, to hospital in the Marshalls, Solomons and 
the Russell Islands. 

BOUNTIFUL next proceeded to Manus, Admiralty Islands for service until 17 
September 1944. She then set course to embark patients of the Palau invasion, 
sending them ashore for medical treatment at Guadalcanal and Manus, Admiralty 
Islands, where she returned 16 October 1944. After a voyage to Kossol Passage, 
BOUNTIFUL departed Manus 20 November on the first of a series of visits to 
Leyte, embarking casualties of the campaign to liberate the Philippine '.Islands 
and transferring them to hospital facilities at Hollandia, New Guinea, or Manus, 
Admiralty Islands. She arrived at Manus on her last mission from Leyte 14 
February 1945 and sailed ten days later for Ulithi and Saipan. 

BOUNTIFUL departed Saipan 9 March 1945 to embark casualties of the Iwo 
Jima Campaign, debarked at Guam and Ulithi where she remained until 22 April. 
She then set course for Guam arriving 24 Aprils Three times she sailed from 
the base for rendezvous with fast carrier task forces embarking veteran patients 
of the Okinawa Campaign and strikes on Japan itself. Returning to Leyte 15 
June 1945, she remained on station in the Philippines until 21 July. Standing 
out of Guiuan Roadstead, she touched Hollandia, Manus, and Pearl Harbor en 
route to San Francisco where she arrived 21 August 1945. After debarking 
529 patients, she was overhauled in the Mare Island Naval Shipyard and made a 
passenger run from San Francisco to Pearl H'vrbor and return. 

BOUNTIFUL departed San Franc isco 1 November 1945 to serve on hospital 
station at Yokosuka, Japan. She reached her destination 24 November 1945 and 
remained in support of Navy occupation forces there until 27 March 1946. 
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After embarking homeward bound patients at Yokohama and Kobe, she returned to 
San Francisco 24 April 1946. Her patients were sent to shore hospitals and she 
entered the San F r ancisco Naval Shipyard to prepare for participation in 
"Operation Crossroads", the atomic bomb experiments in the Marshalls. She 
stood out of San Francisco Bay 29 May 1946 bound via Pearl Harbor to Bikini 
Atoll where she arrived 18 June 1946. BOUNTIFUL remained on station in the 
Marshalls throughout the atomic tests, departing Bikini 23 July and touching 
Pearl Harbor on her way to Seattle. 

BOUNTIFUL arrived at Seattle 15 August 1946hand decommissioned there 13 
September 1946. Her name was stricken from the Navy List 29 October 1946 and 
she was transferred to the Maritime Commission for disposal. BOUNTIFUL was 
sold for scrapping 28 January 1948 to Consolidated Builders, Incorporated, 
Seattle, Washington. 

BOUNTIFUL (ex--HENDERSON) received four battle stars and the Navy 
Occupation Service Medal (Asia) for the operations listed below: 

1 STAR/MARIANAS OPERATION: 

Capture and occupation of Guam: 28 Jul-2 Aug 1944 

1 STAR/WESTERN CAROLINE ISLANDS OPERATION: 

Capture and occupation of southern Palau Islands 

1 STAR/lWO JIMA OPERATION: 

Assault and occupation of Iwo Jima: 12-14 March 1945 

1 STAR/OKINAWA GUNTO OPERATION: 

5th and 3rd Fleet raids in support of Okinawa 
Gunto Operation: 25 Apr-11 Jun 1945 

NAVY OCCUPATION SERVICE MEDAL: 23 Nov 1945-5 Apr 1946 



c 



LIST OF COMMANDING OFFICERS 



Lieutenant Commander George W. Steele, Jr., USN 

Captain William R. Sayles, USN 

Captain William R. White, USN 

Captain Arthur MacArthur, USN 

Lieutenant Samuel L. Henderson, USN (Temp) 

Captain Allan Buchanan, USN 

Captain Charles R. Train, USN 

Captain Robert Morris, USN 

Captain Roe R. Adams, USN 

Captain Cleon W. Mauldin, USN 

Captain Andrew S. Hickey, USN 

Captain Carl T. Osburn, USN 

Commander Ernest W. McKee, USN 

Commander Charles E. Reardan, USN 

Commander John J. Brown, USN 

Commander Joseph R. Redman, USN 



24 

10 
7 

11 
4 

24 
1 
1 
7 

12 
6 
27 
17 
14 
15 
26 



May 
Aug 
Aug 
Jul 
May 
May 
Oct 
Jun 
May 
Aug 
May 
Jul 
Jun 
Jul 
Apr 
Jun 



1917- 10 

1918- 7 

1920- 11 

1921- 4 

1922- 24 
1922- 1 
1924- 1 
1926- 7 
1928-12 
1930- 6 
1932-27 
1934-17 

1936- 14 

1937- 15 

1939- 26 

1940- 21 



Aug 
Aug 
Jul 
May 
May 
Oct 
Jun 
May 
Aug 
May 
Jul 
Jun 
Jul 
Apr 
Jun 
Jan 



1918 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1922 
1924 
1926 
1928 
1930 
1932 
1934 
1936 
1937 
1939 
1940 
1941 
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Commander Charles F. Martin, USN 
Commander James A. Roberts, USN 



21 Jan 1941- 4 Nov 1942 
4 Nov 1942- to decomm. - 
13 Oct 1943 



BOUNTIFUL (AH-9) 



Commander George L. Burns, USN 

Lieutenant Commander Phillip W, Mallard, USN 

Captain Alfred Manson Moore, USN 



24 Mar 1944-18 Nov 1944 

18 Nov 1944-23 Aug 1945 

23 Aug 1945-31 Oct 1945 

31 Oct 1945-14 May 1946 

14 May 1946-28 Aug 1946 



Commander Leil L. Young, USNR 
Captain Donald M, Mackey, USN 



Lieutenant Commander Julius J. Uutkus, USN 



28 Atig 1946- to decomm. - 
13 Sep 1946 



The second HENDERSON (DD-785) is named in honor of Major Lofton R. 
Henderson, United States Marine Corps. 

Major Lofton R. Henderson was born in Cleveland, Ohio, 24 May 1903, 
graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1926, commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the United States Marine Corps. Prior to World War II he served in China, 
Nicaragua, Cuba, and Puerto Rico; at sea in aircraft carriers LANGLEY, RANGER 
and SARATOGA. He was awarded the Nicaraguan Cross of Valor for service with 
the Aviation Squadron of the Second Marine Brigade 1930-1931; and was post- 
humously awarded the Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism during the historic 
battle of Midway 4 June 1942. He was killed in action that day while leading 
a glide bombing attack of 16 Marine Corps dive bombers against Japanese aircraft 
carrier HIRYU, Though the left wing of his plane burst into flames as he began 
the final approach, Major Henderson continued the attack and perished in a, dive 
toward the enemy aircraft carrier. Henderson Field, Guadalcanal was named; in 
his honor as was the Marine Air Field on Eastern Island, Midway. / 



HENDERSON (DD-785) was built by the Todd Pacific Shipyards, Incorporated, 
Seattle, Washington. Her keel was laid 27 October 1944 and she was launched 
28 May 1945 under the sponsorship of Mrs. Alexander R, Early, wife of Captain 
Early, U.S. Navy. The destroyer commissioned at Seattle 4 August 1945, 
Commander Halford A. Knoertzer, USN, commanding. 

HENDERSON has a length overall of 390 feet, 6 inches; extreme beam of 40 
feet, 11 inches; standard displacement of 2,425 tons; maximum draft of 18 feet, , 
6 inches; a designed speed of 35 knots; and, a designed complement of 11 officers 
and 325 enlisted. Her initial armament was six 5-inch .38 caliber guns, two 
twin 40-mm. gunmounts, three quadruple 40-mm. gunmounts; 5 twenty-one inch 
torpedo tubes in one quintuple mount. For antisubmarine warfare she initially 
carried six depth charge projectors and two depth charge tracks. 

HENDERSON conducted shakedown training out of San Diego, then departed 
Seattle 31 October 1945 for Hawaii. She entered Pearl Harbor 7 November and 
spent the following weeks in areas off Oahu with escort carriers SAIDOR 
STRAIT (CVE-117) and BADOENG STRAIT (CVE-116). 
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She also conducted experimental sonar and radar comparison tests with 
ex-Japanese submarines 1-14 and 1-404, as well as with submarines SKATE (SS--305), 
SAWFISH (SS-276) and STEELHEAD (SS-280). Returning to San Diego 23 April 1946, 
she joined Destroyer Division 131, Squadron 13 in tactics along the California 
seaboard through November 1946. The following month she became a unit of 
Destroyer Division 51, Destroyer Squadron Five. 

HENDERSON departed San Diego 2 December 1946 to participate in "Operation 
High Jump", an Antarctic exploration and test program that carried her as far 
as the Balleny Islands area. On 12 December she rendezvoused ihtihe Tuaratu 
Archipelago with CURRITUCK (AV-7), CACAPON (AO-52) and YANCEY (AKA-90) forming"* 
Task Group 68.2 for operations along the Arctic icepack that included tests of 
winter clothing, equipment, weapons and gear in weather ranging downward from 
twenty degrees below zero. She crossed the "magnetic equator" 15 January 1947 
(64°-25'-00 south latitude and about 200 miles from the south magnetic pole). 
The last iceberg was passed to port 6 March en route to the northwest entrance 
to Bass Strait which she entered 11 March with C AC AP0N( AO-52 ) . Two days later 
she put into Sydney Harbor, Australia, thence to San Diego where she arrived 
6 April 1947. 

After overhaul in the San Francisco Naval Shipyard, HENDERSON sailed 11 
August 1947 in company with Destroyer Division 51 en route to Yokosuka. She 
reached her destination 2 September to serve occupation forces among ports of 
Japan and Korea until 11 April 1948. She returned to San Diego 30 April for 
tactics along the California coast, overhaul in the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, 
and antisubmarine warfare exercises for the Fleet Sonar School off San Clemente 
Island. The destroyer departed San Diego 1 March 1949 and reached Yokosuka 1 
April for operations out of Japanese ports that included frequent patrols to the 
Tsushima Strait and tactics with cruiser-destroyer task forces in waters reaching 
to Korea. She returned to San Diego 28 November 1949 for local exercises 
followed by overhaul in the San Francisco Naval Shipyard (29 March-8 July 1950). 

HENDERSON departed San Diego 5 August 1950, en route with Destroyer Division 
51 to support the United Nations Forces in Korea. She arrived at Yokosuka 19 
August and served in the screen of the fast carrier task forces off the west 
coast of Korea, 25 August - 6 September. She shared with five other destroyers 
the award of the Navy Unit Commendation to Task Element 90.62 for extraordinary 
heroism in support of the landings at Inchon, 13-15 September 1950. Steaming 
up Flying Fish (So Sudo) Channel at flood tide the first day, she destroyed 
exposed mines while her five si steri- destroyers bombarded Wolmi Do and the Inchon 
waterfront. Communist fire concentrated on three of the "sitting duck" 
destroyers. COL LETT (DD-730) took nine hits from 75-mm shore batteries; 
GURKE (DD-783) took three, and one man on LYMAN K. SWENSON (DD-729) was killed 
by a near miss. Cruisers ROCHESTER (CA-144) and TOLEDO (CA-133) backstopped 
this destructive bombardment which was repeated 14 September 1950. 

This gunfire supoort element again entered the channel into Inchon Bay the 
night of 14-15 September. The destroyers' 5-inch batteries opened in a 
prelanding shore bombardment until the first assault wave of the advance attack 
group of Marines crossed the line of departure for Wolmi Do. The Marines were 
in control of the northern half of the island thirty minutes after the initial 
landing as General of the Army Douglas MacArthur made visual signal: 
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"The Navy and the Marines have never shone more brightly than this morning," 
Wolmi Do was secured by high noon, no longer a dominating threat over 
approaches into Inchon by landing assault craft that would be borne in on the 
incoming afternoon tide. 

HENDERSON remained on fire support station in Inchon Bay until 1 October 

1950. After replenishment she served in the screen of fast carriers along the 
west coast of Korea. She commenced patrol of the Formosa Strait 13 January 

1951. This duty continued until 20 March when she departed Keelung, bound via 
Guam and Pearl Harbor for return to San Diego 7 April 1951. After coastwise 
exercises and a training cruise to Hawaii and return, she departed San Diego 

4 January 1952 for her second tour in support of United Nations Forces in Korea. 

HENDERSON arrived at Yokosuka 11 February 1952 and came off Hungnam, Korea 
16 February to blockade that port and coastal areas leading northward to 
Songjin. She provided gunfire support to minesweeping operations off Mayang Do, 
silencing a shore battery 22 February after an exchange of fire that left 
shrapnel holes in the ship's office and her number 2 stack. She destroyed a 
mine 24 February prior to entering Songjin harbor for shore bombardment of the 
railroad yard in the center of the city. Five days later she was giving 
protection to PTARMIGAN (AM-376) minesweeping off Mayang Do. She repeatedly 
bombarded industrial and military targets in the vicinity of Hungnam as well as 
enemy coastal supply routes leading northward to Songjin. Relieved of blockade 
duty 7 March by SILVERSTEIN (DE-534), she conducted plane guard for BAT A AN 
(CVL-29) off the coast of Japan, antisubmarine warfare exercises off Okinawa, 
then joined the fast carrier task force for operations off Korea that included 
a gunstrike at Kosong in the antisubmarine screen of ST. PAUL (CA-73). She also 
bombarded the Hado?'Pando Peninsula in company with cruiser BREMERTON, patrolled 
the Formosa Strait, then took blockade station Daido Ko, Korea (10-21 July). 
She departed Yokosuka 25 July and returned with Destroyer Division 51 to San 
Diego 10 August 1952. 

HENDERSON was overhauled in the San Francisco Naval Shipyard during 28 
August-5 December 1952. She conducted local operations out of San Diego until 
22 March 1953 when she departed for her third Korean tour. She arrived at 
Sasebo 16 April and entered Wonsan harbor the 20th for continual siege of that 
port, also providing gunfire interdiction of coastal convoys of truck and trains 
to the vicinity of the "bombline." She repeatedly hit enemy bunkers, gun 
positions and troop trenches in support of the Republic of Korea First Army 
Corps at Bombline, Dotting 9-10 May 1953 she sent in 197 rounds of five inch 
shells in support of the Army commando raid on military installations at 
Chilbo-Ri, North Korea. Returning to Yokosuka 19 May 1953, she soon sailed for 
antisubmarine warfare operations with POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) off Okinawa, 
followed by naval defense of Yang-Do, North Korea, and patrol of the Formosa 
Strait. Relieved of the latter duty 15 August 1953, she proceeded with 
Division 51 to Lingayen Gulf in the Philippines, thence to Yokosuka. She again 
joined the fast carrier task force 3 September and was detached 21 September 
for coastal patrol between Pusan and Pohang, South Korea. She returned from 
this duty to Yokosuka 30 September and departed 3 October 1953 for home. With 
her arrival in San Diego 19 October 1953, HENDERSON and sister destroyers of 
Division 51 had a total of 22 months of Korean duty behind them. 
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After six months of upkeep and local training exercises, HENDERSON departed 
San Diego 4 May 1954 for her fifth cruise to the Far East since commissioning,, 
She steamed with attack carriers along the China coast and to waters off 
Okinawa, then carried out antisubmarine warfare practice in Subic Bay. She later 
served as plane guard to attack carrier PHILIEPINE SEA off the coast of Japan 
and was on Formosa patrol when the Communists began their vicious attacks 4 
September 1954 on the offshore islands of Quemoy and Little Quemoy. The 
destroyer returned to San Diego 30 October 1954 and completed three similar 
tours of service with the Seventh Fleet by 24 February 1957 . During her ninth 
tour (7 October 1957-3 April 1958) she joined attack carrier PRINCETON and 
destroyer SOUTHERLAND in carrying relief stores, food and medical supplies from 
Singapore to flood refugees in Ceylon. After seeing the attack carrier as far 
as Colombo, she entered the harbor of Trincamolee 3 January 1958. Here she' 1 
sent ashore hundreds of bags of brown sugar along with crates of tea, fish, 
potatoes and other foodstuff to help alleviate the misery of more than a quarter 
of a million unfortunate flood victims. She departed San Diego 3 January 1959 
for her tenth Far East cruise. In typical fashion she conducted antisubmarine 
training with the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Forces off Honshu; served with 
the Taiwan Patrol Force in Formosa Strait, then carried out training and 
readiness exercises with attack carrier BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31). She also 
conducted antisubmarine exercises with the Philippine navy off Luzon and 
participated in the fleetwide exercise "Granite Creek" during May 1959. She 
departed Yokosuka 31 May and terminated her tenth Far East cruise upon return 
to San Diego 17 June 1959. During October, she transferred from Destroyer 
Division 51 to Destroyer Division 52. 

HENDERSON departed San Diego 5 March 1960 to conduct her eleventh tour 
with the Seventh Fleet. She arrived in Yokosuka 23 March 1960, spending about 
a month with the Taiwan Patrol Force, then was largely employed in the screen 
of attack carrier RANGER (CVA-61) in waters ranging to Okinawa and the 
Philippines. She returned to San Diego 29 August i960 and spent the next ten 
months in coastwise exercises and acting as fleet gunnery and antisubmarine 
warfare school ship out of San Diego. The destroyer entered the Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard 26 June 1961 and remained there for modernization overhaul 
(FRAM-1 conversion) through 10 May 1962. During this time, 1 July 1961, she 
was shifted from Division 52, Destroyer Squadron Five, to Division 111, 
Destroyer Squadron Eleven, Cruiser-Destroyer Flotilla Three. 

HENDERSON departed Mare Island 10 May 1962 for sonar and antisubmarine 
warfare control calibration tests in the Puget Sound area. This was followed 
by six weeks of refresher training out of San Diego, California. She then 
based at Long Beach and with her division, joined Ready Hunter-Killer Group 
Alpha under control of Commander, Carrier Division 19 in YORKTOWN (CVS-10), 
After antisubmarine warfare exercises along the southern coast of California, 
she participated with Division 111 in "Operation RADTEL" 20 September 1962. 
This was an antisubmarine warfare demonstration held off San Francisco for the 
benefit of Radio Television News Directors Association. On 26 October 1962, 
her division, which together with Escort Division 31 and YORKTCWN (DVS-10) 
comprised Task Group 14.7 departed Long Beach for the Western Pacific. The 
task group arrived in Pearl Harbor 1 November 1962. Following advance anti- 
submarine evaluation exercises for the Pacific Fleet Antisubmarine Force, the 
task group departed 26 November and reached Yokosuka, Japan 6 December 1962 for 
hunter-killer exercises with the Seventh Fleet. 
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HENDERSON departed Yokosuka 12 December 1962 for intertype exercises off 
the southern coast of Honshu. She interrupted her duties that same day to 
assist fighting fires on Japanese merchant ship JONKAI MARU No. 1 3 then joined 
BRINKLEY BASS (DD-887) for sonar attack team':' exercises with BREAM (SS-243). 
After spending the Christmas holidays in Sasebo she again sailed off the southern 
coast of Honshu for "Operation Redwheel". This time she was a unit of a sonar 
attack team in the screen of attack carrier RANGER (CVA-61), acting as a search 
and attack unit in combined Seventh Fleet tactics while en route to Hong Kong, 
From there she proceeded with the YORKTOWN hunter-killer force along the west 
coast of Luzon, In these waters she carried out coordinated search and attack 
team exercises with nuclear attack submarine SWORDFISH (SSN-579) as well as the 
conventional submarines CHARR (SS-328) and STERLET (SS-392). "Operation Set Up" 
commenced in the Philippine area 30 March 1963. This included simulated homing 
torpedo attacks by HENDERSON on SWORDFISH and STERLET. Antisubmarine warfare 
operations continued in Manila Bay until 11 May 1963, when HENDERSON set course 
with BAUER (DE-1025) for Moji, Japan. She arrived in the port 13 May greeted 
by Assistant Mayor Osaki and three Miss Moji contest finalists. Before 
departure 16 May over five thousand citizens toured the ship as she helped 
celebrate the annual port festival. 

HENDERSON departed Yokosuka 5 June 1963 and sailed non-stop to Long Beach 
with YORKTOWN task group, arriving 18 June 1963. The remainder of the year was 
spent in operations along the coast of California and Oregon. These included 
search and evasive problems in the screen of the HORNET (CVS-12) antisubmarine 
warfare task group and electronic warfare exercises in company with the attack 
carrier TICONDERCGA (CVA-14). 

HENDERSON (DD-785) received the Navy Unit Commendation, eight battle stars 
and other awards for operations listed below: 

1 STAR/NORTH KOREAN AGRESSIONS 2 Aug-2 Nov 1950 

1 STAR/INCHON LANDING: 13-17 Sep 1950 

1 STAR/COMMUNIST CHINA AGRESSION: 3 Nov 1950-24 Jan 1951 

1 STAR/FIRST U.N. COUNTER OFFENSIVE: 25 Jan-20 Mar 1951 

1 STAR/SECOND KOREAN WINTER: 16 Feb-7 Mar 1952; 2-16 Apr 1952 

1 STAR/KOREAN DEFENSE SUMMER-FALL 1952: 12-28 May 1952: 30 May-8 Jun 1952; 

10-21 Jul 1952 

1 STAR/THIRD KOREAN WINTER: 20-30 Apr 1953 

1 STAR/KOREA, SUMMER - FALL 1953: 1-16 May 1953; 14-27 Jun 1953; 9-20 Jul 1953 

NAVY UNIT COMMENDATIONS 

Inchon Landing: 13-15 Sep 1950 (as unit of Task Element 90.62) 

NAVY OCCUPATION SERVICE MEDAL (Asia): 28 Aug 1947-28 Jan 1948; 11 Feb-11 Apr 1948 

31 Mar-9 Nov 1949; 1-11 Jan 1951 
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KOREAN SERVICE MEDAL and UNITED NATIONS SERVICE MEDAL: 31 Jul 1950-31 Jan 1951 
11 Feb-16 Jun 1952; 10-25 Jul 1952; 15 Apr-22 Jul 1953; 20 Aug-3 Oct 1953; 
27-29 May 1954; 2-27 Jul 1954 

CHINA SERVICE MEDOLi 29 Jan-3 Feb 1948; 18-19 Jun 1952; 23 Jun-8 Jul 1952; 
22-29 Jul 1953; 2-16 Aug 1953; 29 May-2 Jun 1954; 13 Sep-6 Oct 1955 

KOREAN PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION BADGEj 24 Aug 1950-20 Mar 1951; 11 Feb 1952- 
25 Jul 1952; 15 Apr 1953-27 Jul 1953 



LIST OF COMMANDING OFFICERS 



Commander Halford A. Knoertzer, USN 
Comeander Claude F. Bailey, USN 
Commander Thomas W e Samuel, USN 
Commander William S. Stewart, USN 
Commander John C. Mathews, USN 
Commander Harland G. Kirkpatrick, USN 
Commander John K. Williams, USN 
Commander Ben T. Douglas, USN 
Lieutenant Commander David H. Bagley, USN 
Commander Ralph F, Merrill, USN 
Lieutenant Commander Joseph Baer, Jr., USN 
Commander Julian E. Rawls, USN 
Commander Donald T. Poe, USN 



22 
11 

12 
1 

28 
16 
22 
20 

8 
22 
26 

3 
13 



Aug 
Oct 
Jun 
Apr 
Jul 
Apr 
Jan 
Nov 
Apr 
Jul 
Jun 
Feb 
Jul 



1945- 11 

1946- 12 
1948- 1 
1950^28 
1951-16 
1953-22 

1955- 20 

1956- 8 

1958- 22 

1959- 26 

1961- 3 

1962- 13 
1963- 



Oct 
Jun 
Apr 
Jul 
Apr 
Jan 
Nov 
Apr 
Jul 
Jun 
Feb 
Jul 



1946 
1948 
1950 
1951 
1953 
1955 
1956 
1958 
1959 
1961 
1962 
1963 



-13- 



